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Kali or Chamundi, who is worshipped in the temple at the
summit A flight of stone steps leads thereto, and, on the
way, is the colossal recumbent figure of the sacred bull Nandi.
NAGERCOIL (25,712), formerly the capital of Travan-
core. The name is derived from the temple dedicated to
the snake-god (naga kovil), where many stone images of
snakes are deposited. There is a belief that snake-bite is
not fatal within a mile of the temple. Native Christian
women are employed in the manufacture of lace.
NANJANGUD (5,991), in Mysore, celebrated for the
temple of Nanjundesvara. The annual car-festival attracts
a number of devotees. Some Todas of the Nilgiris have
been known to make a pilgrimage to the temple, and
sacrifice their locks as a thank-offering for the birth of
male issue.
NELLORE (32,040). The administrative head-quarters
of the Nellore district
OOTACAMUND( 18,596), a hill-station on the Nllgiris,over
7,000 feet above the sea, which is the head-quarters of the
Madras Government during the hot weather. The Govern-
ment Offices are situated on Stonehouse hill, where the first
house was built by Mr Sullivan, Collector of Coimbatore,
in 1821. Government House, the building of which was
commenced in 1876, when the Duke of Buckingham was
Governor of Madras, stands above the beautiful Govern-
ment Gardens, which started as a kitchen-garden in 1845.
In the valley between the surrounding hills, an extensive
lake has been formed by damming a stream which runs
through the low-lying ground, part of which has been
levelled to form the Hobart Park for the Gymkhana Club
and race-course. The station is now overgrown with intro-
duced Australian blue-gums (Eucalyptus), Acacia melan-
oxylon and golden wattle(yimaVz dcalbata\ The great charm
lies in the open downs, which are the home of the Ootaca-
mund Hunt